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Light of Heaven is a movement from a larger work of mine, Children of the Light (2014). It is based 
upon a mantra that I composed in 1996. The mantra grew out my interest in the Tibetan Buddhist 
tradition. The text is a very free elaboration of what is known as the “vajra guru”mantra: 

                                           Om Ma Hum Vajra Guru Padma Siddhi Hum. 

Padmasambhava is revered as the Vajra Guru. He was the master who brought Buddhism to Tibet in 
the 8th century. The Sanskrit word vajra means diamond (pure and indestructible) or thunderbolt 
(the irresistable force of enlightenment). It originally referred to a powerful weapon of war!)  

I composed a version of this movement in the late '90s for a high school choir in western Mssachusetts, 
where I then lived. It was probably meant to be part of the larger work all along. The original version 
used two flutes instead of a second keyboard part from ms. 15 to the end; certainly this version would
work quite well with two flutes. 
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